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Looking back:  
 

Iowa Board of Medicine 
gives Pro-Lifers 10 
minute hearing  
 

(IRTL News – September 2010) 
DES MOINES—During their  
recent Board Meeting, the Iowa 
Board of Medicine allowed for a 
public hearing on Planned Par-

enthood’s abortions by webcam 
on Friday, August 20, 2010.   
 

    Despite the presence of multi-
ple pro-life groups from across 
the state, the Board allowed only 
six people to testify and gave 
them only 10 minutes (or 1 min-
ute and 40 seconds per person.)  
 

    This public hearing was the 
result of a complaint to the Board 
by Operation Rescue and a  
follow-up letter from pro-life 
groups in the state of Iowa,  
including Iowa Right to Life. The 
group’s complaint was that 
Planned Parenthood’s so called 
 
 
Continued on Page 4... 

Questions The Register 
will never ask  
Planned Parenthood 
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The Board allowed only 
six people to testify and 
gave them only 10 
minutes (or 1 minute and 
40 seconds per person.)  

Signed, Sealed, Delivered 
 

Jenifer Bowen, Executive 
Director of Iowa Right to 
Life, drops off the stack of 
20,000 signatures from 
Iowans who oppose webcam 
abortions to the Iowa Board of 
Medicine on July 5, 2013. 

“...what critics derisively 
call ‘webcam abortions.’”  
 

DES MOINES—That is how Des Moines 
Register Reporter Tony Leys framed the issue of 
Planned Parenthood’s abortions by, well… a 
webcam. (Des Moines Register, 7/6/13) When 
Iowa Right to Life uses that term, we certainly 
don’t say it “derisively” or even with the hint of a 
sneer. 
 

    We’re not sure why Tony Leys felt he had to 
add his own “tone.”  At IRTL, we believe the way 
to get to the heart of the issue is to discuss it 
openly and honestly.  That means dealing with 
the facts.  Because Planned Parenthood is never 
able to answer facts. What they don’t say speaks 
volumes. 
 

    The Iowa Board of Medicine takes up the 
issue of webcam abortions again on August 28.  
IRTL is dedicating this issue to preparing pro-
lifers to write letters to the editor, answer online 
comments, educate your children, as well as 
debate the issues with friends and neighbors.   
 
Here are some highlights: 
 

 The history of webcams in Iowa 
How Planned Parenthood kept it secret and 
The Register suppressed the story for two 
years. 
 

 The Medical Board back then 
The last time the issue came before the Iowa 
Medical Board, pro-lifers were limited to six 
people with 1 minute and 40 seconds of 
testimony from each.  We are hoping for 
more equitable treatment this time.  
 

 Planned Parenthood’s myths 
about their webcam abortions 
Did you know studies boasting the safety of 
webcam abortions were done by Planned 
Parenthood partners? 
 

    So chin up, read on and persevere!  And keep 
that positive (furthest thing from derision) pro-life 
spirit, because that is what really drives them 
crazy! 



James Flansburg) 
responded to Larsen 
that Iowa Right to 
Life was 
“consistently factu-
ally inaccurate” and 
publishes “ideology, 
not truth.” 
 

    As usual, it was 
Planned Parent-
hood that was not 
being truthful with 
Iowans all along. 
 

    That wasn’t good 
enough for Larsen, a 
seasoned, investiga-
tive journalist.  He 
followed up with an 
editorial that said, 
 

    “In my experience 
reporting, when peo-
ple dodge or refuse 
to answer a simple question and act 
like they are on fire to hang up in your 
face, there's usually a reason. And 
when a public service agency won't 
tell the public about what services it 
does or doesn't offer them, it makes 
one wonder.” 
 

    Larsen was right to wonder.   
 

    Planned Parenthood’s scheme was 
to keep the webcam abortions quiet 
until they had tested it on at least 500-
1,000 women, so they could establish 
a “standard of care.”  Planned Parent-
hood also kept the project secret from 
local hospitals, emergency rooms and 
first responders, who would have to 
deal with possible life-threatening 

DES MOINES – The Des Moines 
Register recently had a staff editorial 
on its Opinion page backing Planned 
Parenthood’s webcam abortions. 
(‘Webcam abortions’ should get  
medical board’s OK, 7/7/13) 
 

    It’s important to put this in context 
by going back to where it all began in 
Iowa — with a lie and a cover-up by 
Planned Parenthood and the fact that 
The Des Moines Register refused to 
cover the story for TWO YEARS. 
 

     Iowa Right to Life sounded the 
alarm about webcam abortions back 
in September of 2008 — reporting 
that Planned Parenthood was putting 
profits before women’s safety, by  
rolling out RU-486 (also called 
“medication” or “chemical”) abortions 
in Iowa with the abortionist not even 
in the building to examine the women.  
Instead the doctor would visit with the 
woman via webcam. The Des Moines 
Register didn’t cover the story until 
2010, when the issue first came be-
fore the Iowa Medical Board. 
 

    Most media, including The Regis-
ter, balked in 2008.  An abortion with-
out a doctor in the room to examine 
the woman first?  Preposterous.  
Planned Parenthood hasn’t told us 
anything about this, so it can’t be true. 
 

The editor who challenged 
Planned Parenthood 
 

    But in April of 2009, Dana Larsen, 
the tenacious Editor of The Storm 
Lake Pilot Tribune, did something the 
Des Moines Register has never done 
with Planned Parenthood – he asked 
questions.  Larsen asked representa-
tives at Planned Parenthood in Iowa 
directly: “Are you or are you not using 
the abortion pill at the Storm Lake 
clinic?”  Planned Parenthood repeat-
edly refused to answer. 
 

    Jim Flansburg, then Director of  
Communication for Planned Parent-
hood of Greater Iowa (also son of 
former long-time Des Moines Register 
columnist and editorial page editor 

complications as a result of RU-486 
abortions. 
 

Code Name: First in the Nation 
 

    Planned Parenthood called the  
clandestine program by a code 
name: “First in the Nation.”  Be-
cause, Iowa women were to be 
guinea pigs for Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America. 
 

    With webcam abortions, women 
would get abortion pills from remote 
Planned Parenthood locations like 
Storm Lake and Red Oak, pre-
scribed by a Planned Parenthood 
abortionist sitting in Des Moines, by 
webcam.  Then the women would 
abort at home—in a process that is 
more bloody, painful and protracted 
than a surgical abortion and has 
more dangerous complications. 
 

    12 states have passed laws  
banning the practice of webcam 
abortions, saying the physician must 
be present in the room: Alabama, 
Arizona, Indiana, Kansas, Michigan, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Da-
kota, Tennessee and Wisconsin. 
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Webcam Abortions: The story The Des Moines 
Register suppressed for two years 

Planned Parenthood also 
kept the project secret from 
local hospitals, emergency 
rooms and first responders, 
who would have to deal with 
the possible life-threatening 
complications as the result  
of the RU-486 abortions. 

40 Days for Life co-founder Shawn Carney leads a 
rally outside Planned Parenthood in Urbandale last 
March.  Urbandale is one of at least 11 Planned 
Parenthoods in Iowa that has webcam abortions. 
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DES MOINES—The one thing the 
Des Moines Register never does with 
Planned Parenthood is ask them 
questions.  Even though Planned 
Parenthood has a history of sneaking 
around, lying and covering-up with 
medication abortions, The Register 
seems to look the other way. 
 

    Why?  We know there are some 
smart people who staff The Register. 
Why don’t they question Planned 
Parenthood?  Are they lazy? Liberal  
ideologues? Beholden to Planned 
Parenthood for its book sale advertis-
ing money?  Seduced by Jill June?  
 

 Why does Planned Parenthood 
advertise webcam abortions 
up to 63 days into a pregnancy 
when the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) says they 
should not be performed on 
women who are more than 49 
days into their pregnancy? 

 

 Why does Planned Parenthood 

give women a cheaper combi-
nation of the RU-486 pills than 
the FDA recommends?  
 

Mifeprex, the first drug in the 
medication abortion cocktail 
costs around $90 a piece.   
Misoprostol, the drug the woman 
is supposed to take at home to 
expel the baby, costs around $1.  
The FDA recommends 3 
mifeprex + 1 misoprostol.  ($271) 
 

Planned Parenthood gives  
1 mifeprex + 4 misoprostol. ($94) 
 

 If medication abortion pills 

cost Planned Parenthood $94, 
why does Planned Parenthood 
advertise them at $300-800? 
 

 Considering that Planned Par-

enthood saves a great deal on 
cheaper pills and overhead 
with webcam abortions, why 
does Planned Parenthood ad-
vertise them as costing as 

Questions The Des Moines Register will never ask 
Planned Parenthood about webcam abortions 

much as a surgical abor-
tion? 

 

 If webcam abortions are 

to help poor women in 
rural Iowa, why does 
Planned Parenthood of-
fer them in Urbandale, at 
the Susan Knapp 
Planned Parenthood 
near Drake University or 
until recently, Ankeny? 
 

Three webcam locations in and 
around Des Moines sounds like 
it’s more about the money. 

 

 What does Planned Parent-

hood do when a woman who 
aborts at home after a webcam 
abortion brings the aborted 
baby back to the clinic in a bag 
or jar?  Is there a protocol for 
disposal of the baby as medi-
cal waste? 
 

We know it’s happening.  We just 
don’t know how Planned Parent-
hood deals with it. 
 

 Planned Parenthood’s website 

states: “During the abortion pill 
(medication abortion) visit, you 
must agree—before you start 
—that you will have an in-clinic 
abortion if the abortion pill 
does not work.” 
 

When the abortion is incom-
plete, who does the follow-up 
in-clinic (surgical) abortion for 
women who undergo Planned 
Parenthood’s webcam abor-
tions in places like Burlington, 
Creston, Dubuque and Red 
Oak? 
 

 How many women have sought 

emergency room care after a 
Planned Parenthood webcam 
abortion in Iowa? 
 

 In 1995, when Planned Parent-

hood in Des Moines was part of 
the national trials of RU-486, 

Jill June, Planned Parent-
hood’s CEO in Iowa, told The 
Des Moines Register and other  
Iowa media there had been “no 
complications” among the fe-
male participants. 
 

Later reports indicated that at 
least one woman who had  
taken the abortion pills at the 
Des Moines clinic had to seek 
emergency room treatment, 
lost more than half her blood 
and nearly bled to death.  
 

The question is, has Planned 
Parenthood changed their  
standards since 1995 to recog-
nize nearly hemorrhaging to 
death as a complication?  
 

 What after-effects of a medica-

tion abortion might Planned 
Parenthood consider “a com-
plication?” 
 

 In participating in the RU-486 

trials, Planned Parenthood was 
experimenting on Iowa women.  
In pioneering webcam abor-
tions, Planned Parenthood was 
experimenting on Iowa women.  
What does Planned Parenthood 
plan to try on our Iowa women 
next? 
 

For an idea, see what abortion 
experiments Planned Parenthood 
is trying out on women in Africa, 
see IRTL News, February 2013. 
 

Continued on Page 4... 
 



Questions the Des Moines  
Register will never ask… 
...Continued from Page 3  
 

 Planned Parenthood adver-

tises “Affordable reproductive 
health care.”  So what percent-
age of women below the pov-
erty level get free abortions, as 
opposed to signed up for 
Planned Parenthood’s pay-
ment plan? 
 

    We don’t expect The Des Moines 
Register to ask these questions any 
time soon.  But we’re going to keep 
asking them — and you should too.  
Women in Iowa deserve the truth. 
 

For more, visit www.iowaRTL.org 

PAGE 4 IRTL NEWS AUGUST 2013  

Looking back... 
...Continued from Page 1 
 

“telemedicine” abortions (where a 
doctor does not see the woman in 
person, but consults by webcam) is a 
violation of Iowa’s legal requirements 
for abortionists.  
 

    According to Iowa Code 707.7, 
an abortionist in Iowa must be a phy-
sician or osteopath licensed to prac-
tice medicine and surgery in the state 
of Iowa. If the doctor is not present in 
person, then who is considered the 
abortionist? A nurse practitioner? A 

The Purpose of 
Telemedicine 
 

    Telemedicine is not currently 
used for any other invasive 
procedures in this country or 
anything similar to abortion.   
 

    It is mainly used for primary care 
doctors to share charts, X-rays and 
other vitals with specialists.  Or to 
monitor medical devices in use by 
patients to measure things like heart 
ECGs and blood glucose levels. 
 

    It’s also used to help consumers 
get specialized information, 
participate in discussion groups or 
for medical education. 

non-medical office assistant?  Iowa 
law does not have rules for abortion 
by webcam. Earlier this year, bills 
were introduced in the Iowa House 
and Senate to halt the practice of 
webcam abortions in Iowa and require 
abortionists to comply with the FDA 
protocol on medication abortions.  
 

    These bills, which died in commit-
tee, were sponsored by Sen. David 
Johnson, Reps. Matt Windschitl, Betty 
De Boef, Daniel Huseman, Royd 
Chambers, Dwayne Alons, Jason 
Schultz, Chuck Soderberg and Chris 
Hagenow.  At the time of the hearing 

with pro-life groups, the Iowa Board of 
Medicine said it would discuss tele-
medicine/webcam abortions at the 
Board’s October meeting.  
 

    On August 25, 2010 the Iowa 
Board of Medicine announced that 
they have appointed a committee to 
study the use of video and other elec-
tronic communication in health care.  
 
This article was from the IRTL 
News archives, which can be found 
on www.iowaRTL.org under 
“What’s New.” 
 

Happiness is being pro-life! 

Above: IRTL’s volunteers hold fetal models at 
the NICHE Homeschool Convention in Des 
Moines.  Left: Volunteers help out in the office.  
Below: IRTL staff show off the new plates. 

Looking back...Iowa Board of Medicine gives pro-lifers 10 minute hearing 



DES MOINES—Once again, it’s time to 
punch holes in Planned Parenthood’s 
slick marketing rhetoric on webcam 
abortions.  This time we are responding 
to a Planned Parenthood guest editorial 
in The Des Moines Register, called, 
“We should base medical decisions on 
science, facts, not on politics,” pub-
lished on 7/10/13. 
 

    The article was written by the two 
Jills at Planned Parenthood of the 
Heartland—President Jill June and 
Medical Director, Jill Meadows.  It has 
the usual attacks on Iowa Right to Life: 
“blatant lies and misinformation... false claims to frighten 
the public... not based in science or fact…”   
 

    That’s one way to avoid the issues.  Below are quotes 
from the Jills’ editorial — myths Planned Parenthood has 
created around their webcam abortions and IRTL’s re-
sponse, citing facts, stats and dates. 
 
PP Myth: “The reality is multiple studies have proven 
that telemedicine delivery for medication abortion is 
safe and effective.” 
 

    The studies that Planned Parenthood is referring to by 
The American Journal of Public Health and Obstetrics 
and Gynecology sound impressive.  But they are not  
independent studies.  Both are by Dr. Daniel Grossman 
of Ibis Reproductive Health, a partner of Planned Parent-
hood, that pushes for radical abortion policies world-wide.  
Todd Buchacker, a regional director for Planned Parent-
hood here in Iowa, is listed as a secondary author of one 
of the studies. 
 

    That’s like saying, “Planned Parenthood studied itself 
and gave itself the thumbs up.”   
 

    The truth is, medication abortions are more risky than 
surgical abortions.  At least 11 women have died after a  
medication abortion, including five women in the U.S. 
Complications include: Clostridium sordelli: a bacterial 
infection, like toxic shock, hemorrhaging to death,  
ruptured ectopic pregnancy or massive heart attack.  
 
PP Myth: “The board dutifully investigated our  
telehealth program for more than a year.  Planned 
Parenthood was completely transparent — providing 
hundreds of documents and participating in multiple 
audits.” 
 

    The Board of Medicine couldn’t have investigated 
Planned Parenthood for a year.  The complaint against 

Planned Parenthood’s webcam abortions 
was first brought before the Board on August 
20, 2010.  The Board announced it’s decision 
to close the file just five months later, the 
week of January 15, 2011, without any  
disciplinary action against Planned Parent-
hood. 
 

    None of the information used by the Board 
of Medicine to make the decision was made 
public.  There was no explanation. 
 

    Pardon our skepticism, but for the Board 
of Medicine to request and review hundreds 
of Planned Parenthood documents and con-
duct several audits, must have meant they 

were really burning the midnight oil over the Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas and New Year’s holidays. 
 

    Don’t even get us started on this “Planned Parenthood 
was completely transparent” part.  See our story on Page 
3 and look at item #9 about how one of the Jills defines, 
“no complications.” 
 
PP Myth: “We believe a woman should be able to 
make her own health care decisions without the  
interference of politics.” 
 

    No interference of politics?  There is no bigger political 
animal than Planned Parenthood.   
 

    Planned Parenthood’s Action Fund website boasts how 
in the 2008 election Planned Parenthood Action Fund 
activists knocked on more than 120,000 doors, made 1.25 
million phone calls, and deployed thousands of trained 
volunteers across the country.  
 

    In Planned Parenthood’s new mega clinic in Aurora, IL, 
there is a political call center in the same building where 
they do abortions.  The next biggest thing Planned Par-
enthood does after abortions is interfere in politics. 
 

    Planned Parenthood uses its political muscle to fight  
regulations that would help women, such as Women’s 
Right to Know legislation, that offers women an opportu-
nity to view their ultrasound and Planned Parenthood also 
fights Parental Notification laws. 
 
PP Myth: “The same medical protocols and high level 
of care are used when delivering the prescription 
through a telehealth delivery system (webcam) or 
when the doctor physically places the medication in a 
woman’s hand.” 
 

    Who said anyone was worried about the hand-off of the 
  

Continued on Page 6... 
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Punching holes in Planned Parenthood’s 
myths about webcam abortions 



Pro-abortion protestors in 
Texas capitol were paid 
 

AUSTIN, TX—It looks like in order 
to be outraged over women’s re-
productive rights to protest at the 
capitol, pro-abortion protestors  
require a little capital. 
 

    Many pro-abortion protestors 
who created a 
mob scene at the 
Capitol Building in 
Austin at the end 
of June, over a bill 
banning abortions after 20 weeks 
and more, were paid. 
 

    Operation Rescue exposed an 
ad that ran on Craig’s List from a 
group called, “Grassroots Cam-
paigns,” advertising “Join our Pro-
Choice Campaign in Texas 
(Austin)” and paying $1,300-2,200 
a month.  The ad has since been 
pulled, but not before Operation 
Rescue captured a screen shot. 
 

    One of the weird things is what 
the protestors were fighting for— 
the right to abort babies who were 
five months in the womb.  That’s 

Coming up next issue… 
 

The Girl Scouts 
Their link to Planned 
Parenthood and other 
organizations pushing 
abortion. 
 

    IRTL gets questions 
about this all the time.  And 
we have the answers for you.  When you 
read it, you will swear off Thin Mints and 
Peanut Butter Patties forever. 

IOWA RIGHT TO LIFE 
1500 ILLINOIS STREET 
DES MOINES, IOWA 50314 
 
Phone: 515.244.1012 
www.iowaRTL.org 

when the baby is so far along, it 
has fingernails, toenails, cute little 
ankles and elbows and the mother 
can feel the baby hiccup. 
 

    We wonder how those chants 
would go?  Hey, hey, ho, ho… 
nearly viable babies have got to go!   
 

Unruly Texas pro-abortion 
protestors  
 

AUSTIN, TX—When the Texas 
legislature finally passed the bill on 
July 14, Depart-
ment of Public 
Safety troopers had 
another protestor 
mob scene on their 
hands. 
      

     According to Austin’s ABC affili-
ate KVUE-TV, the DPS confiscated 
bricks, jars of feces and urine that 
protestors tried to bring into the 
gallery where legislators were de-
bating.   
 

    Just a guess-—the feces and 
urine bearing protestors were on 
the pro-abortion side. 

 

...Continued from Page 5 
 

pills?  The major concern is Planned 
Parenthood has no doctor or emer-
gency back up for women in rural Iowa 
who take their RU-486 pills by web-
cam and experience life-threatening 
complications, such as an incomplete 
abortion and resulting infections.  A 
doctor 200 miles away in Des Moines 
can’t do a follow up surgical abortion 
by webcam. 
 

    This “straw man” tactic by Planned 
Parenthood, where they create a fake 
argument that is easier for them to 
attack than answering the real issue, 
is a common practice of theirs.  
 

Don’t forget to get your Choose 
Life License Plate! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    You can find the DOT application for the 
Choose Life License Plates on the IRTL 
website at www.iowaRTL.org or you can 
pick up one in our office at 1500 Illinois 
Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50314. 
 

Drive safely and honk if you love life! 

PP Myth: “Decisions on Medicine 
should be based on science, facts 
and sound evidence, not on opin-
ions or beliefs by board members 
or the governor.” 
 

     Hmmm.  It seems Jill June has 
changed her tune from the time she 
had both Gov. Chet Culver and the 
Iowa Board of Medicine in her pocket.  
Back on 8/20/10, she told Radio Iowa, 
“They’re foolish actually to put political 
pressure on the Iowa Board of Medi-
cine,” June said. “The Board of Medi-
cine is a body that governs the over-
sight of the practice of medicine and 
is not subject to political pressure.” 

 

Punching holes in Planned Parenthood’s myths... PP Myth: “Our patients know they 
can come to us for safe, quality 
health care.” 

Ayanna Byer, 40, injured in a botched 
abortion at Planned Parenthood in 
Colorado Springs, CO, 10/2012. 
 

Tonya Reaves, 24, hemorrhaged to 
death from an abortion at Planned 
Parenthood in Chicago, IL, 7/20/12. 
 

Melissa Cullen, (age n/a), injured in a 
botched abortion at Planned Parent-
hood in Boston, MA, 8/12. 
 

Shall we continue? (See: IRTL Fact 
Sheet: Planned Parenthood deaths 
and injuries in the U.S.)  Planned 
Parenthood is not health care...and 
there is nothing safe or quality about 
what they do. 

Like what you see in the IRTL News?   
 

If you want us to keep doing this, we need your 
help!  Please contact us to make a donation: 
877.595.9406 or online: www.iowaRTL.org 

Pro-life Briefs… Protestors, Poop and Pro-life Plates 


